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All fractions > 10%
<10% fine
<10% coarse
<10% fine and medium
<10% coarse and fine
<10% coarse and medium

PROPORTION OF
COMPONENT

Fine to coarse
Medium to coarse
Fine to medium
Coarse
Medium
Fine

Very Soft
Soft
Medium Stiff
Stiff
Very Stiff
Hard

Consistency Blows/Ft.
SPT N-Value

< 2
2 - 4
4 - 8
8 - 15
15 - 30

>30

PLASTIC SOILS GRAVEL & SAND

Density

BURMISTER SOIL CLASSIFICATION (INORGANIC)

NAME

GRAVEL, SAND, FINES*
Gravel, Sand, Fines*

COMPONENT

MAJOR
Minor

*See identification of fines table.

Fibrous PEAT (Pt) - Lightweight, spongy, mostly visible organic matter, water squeezes readily from sample.  Typically near top of deposit.
Fine Grained PEAT (Pt) - Lightweight, spongy, little visible organic matter, water squeezes reqdily from sample.  Typically below fibrous peat.
Organic Silt (OL) - Typically gray to dark gray, often has strong H2S odor.  Typically contains shells or shell fragments.  Lightweight.  Usually
found near coastal regions.  May contain wide range of sand fractions.
Organic Clay (OH) - Typically gray to dark gray, high plasticity.  Usually found near coastal regions.  May contain wide range of sand fractions.
Need organic content test for final identification.

LOG KEY

Engineers and Scientists

Sand
More than 50%

smaller than No. 4 sieve.

Cannot Roll0
1-5

5-10
10-20

20-40

1/4"

1/8"
1/16"

1/32"

SILT

>40 1/64"

Material PI

Gravel
More than 50%

larger than No. 4 sieve.

IDENTIFICATION OF FINES
Atterberg Thread Dia.

Very Loose
Loose
Medium Dense
Dense
Very Dense

Blows/Ft.
SPT N-Value

BURMISTER SOIL CLASSIFICATION (ORGANIC)

GRADATION DESIGNATION

UNIFIED SOIL CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM (USCS) (ASTM D 2487)

MR = Mud Rotary
HSA = Hollow Stem Auger
SSA = Solid Stem Auger
SS = Split Spoon Sampler
U = Undisturbed Sample (Shelby Tube)
MC = Modified California Sampler
V = Vibracore
M = Macrocore

USCS = Unified Soil Classification System (ASTM D2487)
NYCBC = New York City Building Code
WOR = Weight of Rods
WOH= Weight of Hammer
SPT = Standard Penetration Test (ASTM D1586)
N-Value = Cumulative number of uncorrected blows for the middle two six-inch intervals (blows/foot).

Tv = Field Vane Shear Test (Torvane)
PP = Pocket Penetrometer
PI = Plasticity Index
MC = Moisture Content
CO = Consolidation
UC = Unconfined Compression Test
SI = Sieve Analysis
DS = Direct Shear
PID = Photoionization Detector
ppm = Parts Per Million
REC = Recovery
RQD = Rock Quality Designation
        = Measured Water Level

< 4
4 - 10
10 - 30
30 - 50

> 50

Clayey SILT

SILT & CLAY

CLAY & SILT

GZA
Geo Environmental, Inc.

ABBREVIATIONS

and
some
little
trace

>50
35 - 50
20-35
10-20
0-10

PERCENT BY
WEIGHT

PROPORTIONAL
TERM

Highly Organic Soils

GW
GP

GM
GC

SW
SP

SM
SC

ML
CL

OL
MH
CH
OH

Pt

Silts and Clays Liquid Limit <50

Silts and CLays Liquid Limit >50

Clean Gravels
(Little or no fines)

Gravels with Fines
(Appreciable amount of fines)

Clean Sands
(Little or no fines)

Sands with Fines
(Appreciable amount of fines)

Coarse Grained Soils
More than 50% of material
larger than No. 200 sieve.

Fine Grained Soils
More than 50% of material
smaller than No. 200 sieve.

Group SymbolsMAJOR DIVISIONS

Silty CLAY

CLAY
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